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A Note from the Women’s Ministry 
Director: 

 
Well, here we are contemplating thankfulness 
once again.  Another year has passed and 
although I try to remain thankful all year, once 
Thanksgiving Day comes I spend the next 
month with it on the forefront of my mind. This 
begins the Christmas season and studying 
about what took place in the miracle of Jesus’s 
birth is a great reason for gratitude.  I always 
think of the words “I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people.”  The 
Christmas season reminds us of the joy we 
have in the good news of Jesus (the gospel).  I 
hope you will join me in remembering that as 
the activity of the next month takes off. 
 
For some reason GROW has kicked off with a 
somewhat rocky start. The dates for our nights 
out have been confusing to some.  We usually 
meet the last Monday of each month unless 
there is a holiday that conflicts with that date. 
That was the case in October. Although most of 
us don’t celebrate Halloween, there is trick-or-
treat in our communities that we like to 
participate in for neighborhood relations. There 
was also Trunk or Treat at each of the Rock 
Campuses this year that we tried to work 
around. So that started the mix up. 
     
November we are back on schedule for the 
last Monday in November (the 27th). 

But December is off schedule due to Christmas. 
We will meet on Monday, December 18th. This 
will be a special night of GROW as we don’t 
usually meet in December. We will be serving 
finger foods that night, both appetizers and 
desserts starting at 6:00pm and the program 
will begin at 7:00pm.   
 
We ask that you bring wipes, facecloths, 
handwarmers, socks, or toothpaste to be 
donated to the Place of the Skull Ministry for the 
homeless veterans. 
 
If you still feel confused about the GROW 
dates, please pick up one of the women’s 
ministry brochure cards that has the dates 
listed. 
 
See you on the 27th.   
 
With joy, Tracy Meola, Director of Women’s 
Ministry 
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     And, most importantly, your faith will begin to be in 
charge rather than your fear. We want it to be easier. We 
want to get rid of fear and then take steps forward in faith. 
But it simply doesn’t work that way in the kingdom. 
     You have to take that first step when you’re still afraid. 
And when God comes through for you, your fear will 
shrink just a bit. The next time it will get a bit smaller 
again. And all the while, your faith will grow. 
     Faith is experiential. That means we have to live it and 
not just think about it. As scripture says “Faith without 
deeds is dead” (James 2:26). And I would say that “Fear 
with deeds is dead too.” You can’t kill fear instantly. You 
can only starve it by feeding your faith. 
     All those questions that begin with “What if…” are 
scraps you’re feeding your fear. Replace them instead 
with “What then…” 
     What, then, shall we say in response to these things? 
If God is for us, then who can be against us? He who did 
not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all- how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things?... In all things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither life nor death, angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the live of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. ~ Romans 8:31-32, 37-39. 
     You have what you need to take the next step. You 
will never feel ready but God has promised you all you 
need to move forward in faith. Leave the doubts behind 
and go with Him. 
     All the way to your dream. 
 
Gerth, Holley. Opening the Door to Your God-Sized 
Dream. Copyright 2013. 

Monthly Devotional 
	  
Say Yes Anyway 
Holley Gerth 
 
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see. ~  
Hebrews 11:1 
 
     As soon as you put words to your God-sized dream, 
more words will come. Words like, “What if…”, or “What 
will I do about…” 
     There’s part of us that insists, “You have to get all 
those questions resolved before you take a step 
forward.” But if you wait for that, then you will never 
pursue your God-sized dream. 
     Because God-sized dreams are about faith. 
     If you are certain about everything, then it’s no longer 
about trust in the Giver of the dream. And what He 
wants most on this journey is your heart. 
     I’m not saying to plunge foolishly ahead. Do your due 
diligence. Pray, ask for wise counsel, and do practical 
research. But at some point you have to actually do 
something. 
     When you do, you will feel like the world is going to 
explode. Your heart will try to beat out of your chest. 
Your mind will swirl like a tornado. Your knees will knock 
right there in your cute boots. And you will think, “I’m not 
ready. I need to do more praying, asking, and 
researching.” 
     As soon as that thought comes to you, calm is 
restored. So you assume that must be the wise thing to 
do. But that’s not true. It’s the safe thing to do. But God-
sized dreams aren’t about being safe. They are about 
holy risk, leaps of faith, putting yourself out there and 
into the hands of God, where you know unless He 
comes through, you will fall. 
     When that fear hits, when you want to take a step 
back… go forward instead. Tell yourself, “I don’t know 
everything, but I know enough. And more importantly, I 
know the God who does know it all. I trust Him to guide 
me.”	  
     When you do that, your heart will still pound- just 
maybe not quite as hard. 
     Your mind will still swirl- but maybe now with a bit of 
excitement mixed in too. Your knees will still knock- but 
your feet will be standing in solid ground. 
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Save the Date! 

November 27   GROW – Rock Plaistow 
 
December 18   GROW (special Christmas 
Edition) – Rock Plaistow 
 
Ongoing Tuesday nights   Women’s Bible 
Study – Rock Plaistow 
	  

	  



	  
	  

	  

Getting To Know You 
An opportunity to get to know each other better. 

 
Rachel	  Archibald,	  Editor	  of	  the	  Women’s	  
Newsletter	  
	  
This	  month’s	  interviewee	  is	  none	  other	  
than	  Christine	  Comeau.	  Christine	  first	  
became	  a	  Christian	  nearly	  thirty-‐seven	  
years	  ago	  when	  she	  was	  only	  twenty-‐three	  
years	  old.	  She	  started	  coming	  to	  the	  Rock	  
Church	  in	  2009.	  One	  of	  the	  biggest	  reasons	  
she	  chose	  to	  make	  the	  Rock	  her	  home	  
church	  is	  because	  of	  the	  moving	  worship	  
time.	  She	  felt	  the	  music	  and	  prayer	  truly	  
brought	  people	  into	  a	  beautiful	  attitude	  of	  
worship.	  	  She	  also	  felt	  the	  people	  truly	  
made	  her	  feel	  so	  welcomed	  and	  
comfortable	  to	  be	  there.	  
	  
Christine	  started	  helping	  at	  the	  Rock	  by	  
refilling	  the	  seatbacks	  with	  connection	  
and	  prayer	  cards.	  She	  now	  schedules	  the	  
team	  she	  has	  put	  together	  for	  refilling	  the	  
seatbacks	  each	  week.	  Christine	  also	  holds	  
a	  Lifegroup	  in	  her	  home	  for	  single	  
women.	  	  She	  is	  also	  responsible	  for	  
sending	  out	  the	  Sunday	  Prayer	  Concerns	  
weekly.	  
	  
Christine	  has	  an	  older	  brother	  and	  sister	  
and	  a	  younger	  step-‐sister	  and	  step-‐
brother.	  	  She	  is	  the	  mother	  of	  two	  
daughters,	  Meghan	  (30)	  and	  Erica	  	  
(23).	  	  Her	  mother	  is	  home	  with	  the	  Lord	  
and	  her	  dad	  will	  be	  ninety	  in	  January.	  Her	  
step-‐dad	  is	  also	  approaching	  his	  eighty-‐
sixth	  birthday	  in	  December.	  	  She	  says	  their	  
family	  are	  all	  very	  close.	  In	  her	  spare	  time,	  
Christine	  enjoys	  crafting,	  camping,	  and	  
hiking.	  She	  also	  loves	  taking	  long	  walks	  
and	  really	  enjoys	  walks	  on	  the	  beach.	  
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Welcoming all forms of art! The Creative Corner is 
a way for women of all ages to share their artistic 
gifts with their peers. If you are interested in 
submitting your work, please send all literary 
pieces, song lyrics, photography, or pictures of 
your visual art to Rachel Archibald at 
Rachel.Archibald1023@gmail.com. Please keep 
in mind that due to the newsletter length, literary 
submissions should be kept under 600 words.	  	  
 
Revelation Blues (A Found Poem): 
By Rachel Archibald 
 
This wind, it will follow the rain 
Over the hills. The blizzard's  
Never seen the desert sands. 
Walk the line into the stream, 
Where do my bluebirds fly? 
Honey won't you let me in 
The shallow grave? 
 
Love is all a lion's heart, 
I won't be fooled. 
Tangle in this trampled wheat 
Little brother.  
You're going back. 

	  


